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nr for I am married unto 

you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will 
— to Zion: And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”—JER. 3: 14, 15. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by President Franklin D. Richards 
at St. George, Utah, Thursday. May 18, 1899. 

I have been deeply interested, as no doubt you all bave been, while lis- 
tening to the very interesting remarks that have been made. As a people 
we have been passed in review, by which we have been enabled to notice 
and consider several different phases of our existence both as a Church 
ind as individuals. Being requested to make a few remarks, I desire 
earnestly that you will grant me the benefit of your faith and prayers, 
that the Holy * irit may be with me, and that I may be led to speak such 
things as shall be edifying and profitable. 

What distinguishes us from the people of the world is that we believe 
in the Gospel, restored in the last days by the Lord through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and that we have accepted the principles of the Gospel and 
are professing to live them. We are Latter-day Saints according to the 
degree of faith we have in the principles taught us and our diligence in 
making them the rule of our conduct. The Lord has granted unto His 
people the most perfect form of government that has ever been known on 
earth. He has even told us that in the ministry of one particular branch 
of the Aaronic Priesthood there is a duty devolving upon that branch to 
be always with the Saints, and to see, that there is no iniquity in the 

arch.” Then if we live up to the principles we profess, and if the 
iesthood discharges i its duty, transgressiob aud sin cannot exist in * 
8 found out and put away. U is no chure 
afzation Keulen we have board, heard, that can lay e 
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to such a degree of perfection as that. People can live under it in right- 
eousness unto perfection, and if sin is committed it will be found out. 

Under the law of God that has been given universally, to Israel an- 
ciently, and to Israel modernly, the two great requirements are: First, to 
Jove God with all the heart, and, second, our neighbor as ourselves. On 
these two, the Savior once said, if correctly reported, hang all the law 
and the prophets. So then in our lives there are two kinds of sin that we 
are liable to—the sin against God and the sin against each other. 

Those classes of sin which are against each other we are particularly 
instructed upon. We are enjoined that we should be forgiving one to 
another; that we should not only extend our forgiveness and generosity 
in this direction to those who are penitent and ask our forgiveness, but 
that we should even have respect aad love for those who hate us and des- 
pitefully use us. The Savior taught this. Said He: “For if ye love them 
which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the 
same?” This is a problem in human life which very few, if any, of us 
have mastered as yet. It is easy for us to love those who love us, to do 
good to those who do good unto us; it pays as it goes; but when we come 
to the matter of forgiving and loving those who persecute us, it is quite 
different. When we think of those who persecuted unto death our 
prophets, and compelled the people to seek a refuge in old Mexico, we have 
to pause, and before we can get the thing right we have to consider that 
they are God’s children as well as we. 

We have need to be thankful that we have been shown the way of life 
and have the inclination to take the course to bring us into fellowship 
with the Lord and with His Holy Spirit. Herein are we more blessed 
than they, and the extent of blessing depends on our diligence in keeping 
the commandments. The Savior said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments.” “He that hath my commandments, and doeth them, he 
it is that loveth me.” On the same principle we are commanded to forgive 
allmen. Jesussaid: “If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Thus we have a rule 
that we can carry right along with us. If we are willing to forgive those 
who trespass against us, we have the assurance that we shal] be forgiven 
in like manner. The Prophet Joseph once told the brethren of the Twelve, 
when he was teaching them at Montrose, that if they would have grace 
and favor enough to forgive those who trespassed against them, even be- 
fore they asked forgiveness, our Heavenly Father would be just as ready 
and forward to forgive them. “With what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again.“ This is a great and exalted problem, and when 
we get so that we can master it and live by it, we may be considered 
Saints indeed. 

There is another principle involved in this—the principle of charity. 
The popular idea is that if we distribute of our substance to feed and 
clothe the poor, to send the Guspel abroad, and other things of that kind, 
we are considered generous, benevolent and charitable. The Apostles 
saciently took a somewhat different view of this. One of them sajd: 
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“Though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.“ 

Hence we have to labor with ourselves, and try to come to a comprehen- 
sion of the fact that the human family are all God’s children; that He has 
love for them all; that He has sdid He would not that any should perish, 
but tbat all should come to repentance. This is the work which belongs 
to each one to carry ov with himself, with himself and his neighbor, and 
with himself and his God. We have it given to us in the revelations that 
when we forgive one another and come together in good fellowship, then 
we may eat and drink the Lord’s Supper with a consciousness that He also 
has forgiven us. 

The Lord has said that they who transgress should be dealt with before 
the Church. Now, there are some things which are permitted to pass 
along, as the Prophet Joseph used to say, with a very slack rein; then 
there are times when we have to be brought up more to the strict line of 
our duty, in order to progress. The Church is expected to progress in 
putting away transgression and in the perfection of keeping the law of 
God. 


There is one point which was read concerning tithing that was not 
dwelt upon. Weare given plainly to understand that this land is choice 
above all other lands, precious as it is for the things put forth by the 
moon, and by the sun, and for the precious things of the everlasting’ 
hills; and in the revelation on tithing we find that “all those who 
gather unto the land of Zion shall be tithed of their surplus. properties, 
and shall observe this law, or they shall not be found worthy to abide 
among you.” That last clause is rather a significant one, when you come 
to consider it in its possible importance. There is another revelation 
which says: “And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will send 
one mighty and strong, holding the scepter of power in his hand, clothed 
with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter words, eternal words, 
while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of 
God, and w arrange by lot the inheritances of the Saints, whose names 
are found, and the names of their fathers, and of their children, enrolled 
in the book of the law of God. And all they who are not found 
written in the book of remembrance, shall find none inheritance in that day, 
but they shall be cut asunder, and their portion shall be appointed them 
among unbelievers,” | | 

I wish to call the attention of the brethren to this feature for a moment, 
that we may consider it in its benefits to us and to our children after us. 
If you can make it appear that you have paid your tithing, and show 
from the books that you have, and you can entail this benefit and blessing 
upon your children, you do not know the extent of the benefit that may 
flow unto them and their generations after you. Should there arise ques- 
tions or difficulty in regard to the matter, your children may rise up and 
plead that you, their father, had paid your tithing and were entitled to 
certain blessings, and thereby strengthen their position and claim for 
blessings of the house of the Lord, which they could not do if you had 
not paid your tithing and set them a proper example. We look back 


| 
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through the old scriptures, and we find that the brethren in the days of 
Jesus quoted Abraham, that they paid tithing in their father Abraham, 
because he paid tithes to Melchisedek. 

We want to be true and faithful on this subject of tithing; and, as 
President Snow presented to us yesterday morning in such lovely terms, 
we want to get up to this line of paying an honest, straightforward tithing 
He wants to see it in all Israel, you and I want to see it. We want to do 
it as the heads of families, so that we can hand it down to our children, 
and have them know that we have attended to these laws and ordinances, 
in order that we may make ourselves worthy to labor in the Temples for 
the living and for the dead, entailing blessings upon them. I do not very 
often tell anything about my own doings, but I will venture to mention 
what my habit has been for quite a number of years back; in fact, all 
along since tithing was revealed and I was permitted to commence pay- 
ing tithing, in Nauvoo. I have the receipts for amounts that I have paid 
from my Bishop year by year from that time to the present, and I have 
an account of it in a little book which I have kept for that purpose. Be- 
fore Bishop Hunter died I carried that book to him, and asked him to look 
it over, to see if it was correct, and if it was to please certify to it. He 
did; he wrote in that book that up to that time I had paid my tithing 


properly, faithfully and acceptably. I think a great deal of that little note 


from Bishop Hunter. 

I will recommend to you, brethren, that you hunt your record up and 
see whether you have paid your tithing along; and if you have not paid 
it up quite so much as you think you might have done, there is still chance 
to straighten it up, so that it may go down to your children in good shape. 
It is of more importance to myself, however, than to anybody else on 
earth that I pay my tithing fully, fairly and honestly with the Lord; for 
I want to be conscious that I have paid my tithing to the acceptance of 
the Lord and His servants, so that I can have a good conscience toward 
God in my prayers, in my ministrations, and in the exercise of my faith 
at all times and under all circumstances. 

I want to say further: Do not put off this subject of tithing from your 
children till they get old enough to be married, leaving it to them, perhaps 
when they are thirty or forty years old, to wonder whether they had 
better be tithepayers or not. Teach them while young. If you give 
them property, when they receive it let them pay their tithing on it, and 
keep an account of it. I know of some boys who commenced as errand 
boys in a store, where the tithing was retained out of their wages. These 
boys kept an account of this tithing from the time they commenced work 
there. It became a habit with them, and when they got married and 
located they could no more do without paying tithing than they could do 
without food. They kept right straight along; and it is to be hoped that 
they will keep on as long as they live. 

The force of habit goes a long way. ‘This is exemplified in the cases of 
those who get into the habit of drinking spirituous liquors and tea and 
coffee, and using tobacco. You do not know how powerful it is until you 


are called to stop the habit. Why not begin, therefore, with your boys 
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while they are young, and accustom hem to pay tithing and to keep an 
account of it, that as they grow up it may become a habit with them? 
You will find that it will be a great help to them. 

The reason of tithepaying being so difficult is because we have not been 

in the habit of teaching it to our children soon enough. They have been 
allowed to go along until they have really had to make it a special basi- 
ness to see whether they could bring themselves into subjection to that 
law or not. Thus the habit of paying only a fractional part of the tithing 
has come to a great many. Let us persevere in this matter and push it 
until we get our own tithing paid promptly each year, and our children 
taught early in life how to pay their tithing, so that they will grow up 
into the habit of it, and have all the benefits of the force of habit to assist 
them in doing that which is right and pleasing in the sight of God. When 
people get into the habit of doing things rightly and correctly, they are 
not apt to depart from it. 
No, what significance has the sentence to us, that all those who do not 
observe this law shall not be worthy to abide among the people of God? 
Does it not look as if the law contemplated a time when the Saints would 
have to be dealt with who refused to pay their tithing, and that it would 
be made a subject of testing their fellowship? It looks very strongly that 
way tome. I heard it said not long ago that there was a man found in 
Israel holding the office of a teacher, who did not believe in paying tithing 
and did not pay his tithing. I understand, however, that he was relieved 
of that office and it was conferred upon somebody who believed in the 
revelation and who was in a position to teach it to the people, as it should 
be. I look upon the matter of paying tithing as sacred as any other 
ordinance in the Church. In my paying of tithing [ do not reckon out 
what it has cost me to support my family; but I pay one-tenth of all that 
I receive, from any and every source. That is the way I understand this 
principle, when correctly applied. 

I shall bring my remarks to a close with the exhortation that all good 
brethren and sisters take into consideration the careful and proper pay- 
ment of their tithing. Teach the people kindly and efficiently; and if you 
have got your lesser Priesthood in such working order that they will carry 
this out properly and thoroughly in their labors, urge and strengthen 
them in doing so by your teachings. He who will labor to keep the whole 
law of God and teach his children to do the same, the Lord said should be 
great among His people; while they who do not shall be least among His 
people. Let us understand what is required of us, and let us labor with 
all our might to acquit ourselves faithfully and satisfactorily in the work 
of the ministry to which we are called, that we may be among those of 
whom the Savior speaks in the parable of the wise steward, who gave to 
the household their portion of meat in due season, and of whom He said, 
“Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing.” Amen. 


THE saddest hour in the life of a youth is when he thinks he can get 
money in some other way than by honestly earning it. 


2222 
| 
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SPIRITUAL DECEPTIONS. 


So little bas lately been heard of the little board and pencil, called 
Planchette, which some years ago amused and occasionally frightened 
those who used it and obtained what they thought were communications 
from the spirit world, that we supposed it had been discarded entirely, 
having been shown to be misleading and unreliable as a guide to anything 
either practical or theoretical. It seems, however, to have been revived 
in some quarters and adopted as a supernatural mentor. 

Without entering into any argument of a scientific nature as to the 
causes of the alleged manifestations through that medium, we will very 
briefly consider its claims as a means of communication from the departed. 
Suppose we admit for argument's sake that the writings through the board 
are produced by a supernatural force. That is no proof that the commu- 
nications thus received come from the spirits of the dead. Even if they 
convey information supposed to be known only to the individuals from 
whom they claim to come, that is not by any means conclusive on that 
point. Those “familiar spirits,” spoken of in the Bible, may be quite 
familiar with the lives and acts of people whom they personate by means 
of spiritualism, and are thus able to deceive and lead away the unwary. 

As long ago as the days of Moses, Israel was warned against necromancy 
—pretended revelations from the dead—familiar spirits, wizards, etc: 

“There shall not be found among you any one . . that useth divina- 
tion, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar 
spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer, for all these things are an abomina- 
tion to the Lerd.”—Deut. 18: 10,11. See also Lev. 19: 31. 

In the time of Isaiah similar devices to those now in vogue were adopted, 
and here is the word of God on the subject: 

“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar 
spirits, and unto wizards that peep and mutter, should not a people seek 
unto their God for the living to the dead? To the law and to the testi- 
mony; if they speak not according to this word it is because there is no 
light in them.”—Isaiah 8: 19, 20. 

It will be found that the notions of modern spiritualism, and the com- 
munications from the spirits thus manifested, are hostile to the doctrines 
and teachings of the Old and New Testaments, and thus on scriptural 
authority “there is no light in them.” They are spirits of darkness, of the 
class that Christ cast out of persons influenced by them in His earthly 
time. They can personate the dead and thus deceive the living. 

It is quite possible that they may tell some things that prove to be true. 
That is the only way by which Satan can succeed. A little truth will ofcen 
open the way for a mass of error. But close investigation of the stuff that 
is palmed on the credulous for revelation from the spirit sphere, exposes 
its nonsense and manifests its falsehood. Compare the poetry of celebri- 
ties while living with the doggerel alleged to come from them after death. 
“Oh! what a falling off is there!” 

A lady who writes to President Snow sent some lines alleged to have 
come from the spirit of Zion’s poetess, Eliza R. Snow, If she sent that 
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from the spirit land, she has sadly declined in poetic fervor and literary 
ability since shuffling off this mortal coil. To accept it as hers would be 
to believe that spirits retrograde instead of advance when they are relieved 
from mortality. It would be a denial of the principle of eternal progress. 
The effusions sent are a libel on Sister Eliza and of themselves refute the 
falsehood that she gave those pretended communications. It is the same 
with all the rhapsodies and essays and jingling rhymes, which “spiritual- 
ism” seeks to impose upon the living as communications from the illustri- 
ous dead. 

The idea that good people who have been relieved from the trials and 
sufferings of mortal life, are subject in their spirit home to the calls and 
whims and behests of every curious or fanatical person in the flesh, and 
have no better occupation than to supply answers to impertinent ques- 
tions, and rap out on tables or write through boards or on slates, dubious 
messages and flatulent sentiments to astonish the ignorant and scare the 
superstitious, is enough to cause one who entertains it, to wish for that 
eternal sleep which infidels affect to believe in, or to be steeped in the 
the fabled pool of utter forgetfulness and oblivion. 

As sure as the spirit of man is immortal and that the Great Creator 
rules supreme, so sure is it that the vagaries of modern spiritualism are 
delusive and unworthy the credence of intelligent and progressive beings. 
The Latter-day Saints enjoyiug the “sure word of prophecy” and the 
light of revelation from the “Sun of righteousness,” will not look to the 
regions of darkness for guidance, nor be led away by influences which if 
possible would “deceive the very elect.”—Deseret News. 


STRANGE CASE OF TRANCE. 


A TEN year old girl named May Lewis, living at Manselton, a suburb of 
Swansea, South Wales (says a correspondent of the Morning Leader) re- 
covered on Monday from a trance into which she fell on Saturday week. 
It followed on fits, one of which lasted for three hours. She temporarily 
recovered consciousness on Thursday last, when, with finger pointed up- 
wards, but with eyes closed, she said she had been to heaven. The place, 
she said, was beautiful. The people were all happy there, wearing crowns 
and singing. She was told that she would be allowed to return to her 
parents for a short time longer, and in reply to questions of sympathetic 
neighbors, said: It is better there; it is better there!” The parents state 
that ordinarily the girl never showed strong emotional tendencies, and 
that religious instruction at home had been very meagre. Questioned as to 
the state of the child during the trance, the father states that for five days 
the body, limp and motionless, was carried morning and evening from and 
to bed upstairs. She did not display any signs of life on the day following 
her temporary recovery. The child’s illness extends over a month, during 
which time all her sustenance has been derived from brandy and water. 
She is a living skeleton. The case has been an enigma to the medical men 
who have studied the facts, 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1899. 


MONEY VERSUS MUSCLE. 


THE struggle between. capital and labor is one of the most serious 
problems with which the civilized world has to deal. It is causing most 
of the uneasiness that is disturbing the nations. Poverty with the bone 
and muscle of the world is arrayed on one side and combinations of im- 
mense wealth on the other. Although the latter class represents but a 
smal] minority, yet the very life of the working classes i is attached to their 
purse-strings. 

Many a poor man feels the strings tightly closing around his neck 
without hope of release, while many a capitalist hears the rumbling of a 
volcano under his feet that may at any moment break forth and over- 
whelm him. The world surely is in very unstable equilibrium. Strikes 
are inaugurated which generally result in failure to the laborer; combina- 
tions of capital are formed to monopolize the trade of certain industries 
and to crush out competition of small capitalists, and they generally suc- 
ceed ; so that the industrial and financial power of the world is gradually 
working into the hands of the few. Even the rulers of nations are obliged 
to pay homage and tribute to the Royal House of Finance, and, from 
present appearances, emperors, kings, presidents and legislative bodies 
will soon become mere jumping-jacks to move only as the strings are 
pulled by the necromancers of the golden god. 

What the final outcome of this tendency towards concentration of 
wealth will be is yet hidden from human ken. It is a new experience in 
social history. Although by some it is looked upon as a menace to human 
liberty, who knows that it may not be one of a series of causes to bring 
about a better condition for mankind than the world has ever known? 

As a concentration of political power from the feudal system to the 
great monarchies led to a demand for the Magna Charta, may not the 
concentration of wealth create a demand for a greater social and economic 
Magna Charta, so that the democracy so highly prized to-day, though 
extremely limited, may extend into every department of human activity? 
All the conditions of the present are valuable experiences to fit mankind 
for the great changes that must come in the future, and to all who make 
use of these experiences they will be of inestimable value. 

Although the enormous concentration of wealth may have worked some 
hardships to certain classes, the benefits to mankind are incalculable. 
Without this our great systems of railways and steamship lines could 
never have been built. These have brought to our shores the necessities, 
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comforts and luxuries of life from every clime and at prices within the 
reach of the laboring man; great manufacturing establishments are 
erected with the best machinery where goods are made and sold at such 
prices as to reach all; and as a result, the laborer is better fed, better 
clothed, better housed, and has more of the conveniences of life and more 
leasure for life’s enjoyments and for intellectual culture than he ever had 
in the world’s history. 

Notwithstanding all this, the social and financial condition of the world 
is far from the ideal. There are far too many paupers, not merely paupers 
in the ordinary sense of the term, but those who are continuously drawing 
from the products of human labor without doing anything to replenish 
the store, although earning a living or paying for it honestly according to 
present ideas of mine and thine. 

Some of the non-producing classes may be considered necessary guile 
under. the present condition of the world, of such are the vast numbers 
that make up the armies and navies of the nations and those employed 
in manufacturing the equipments for the same; but still there are others 
that could well be dispensed with, among whom are those engaged in 
manufacturing and dispensing intoxicating drinks; the only good that 
comes from their energies is the infinitesimal use of spirits in medicine 
and the arts. Outside of this the results of their labors are found in the 
work-houses, infirmaries, orphan asylums, prisons and insane asylums, all 
of which must be supported by the producing classes; besides there are 
the thousands of degraded beings found in every large city who get their 
living by hook or crook from the hard earnings of the workers; and the 
conditions of this species of pauperism is, no doubt, traceable largely to 
that unholy traffic in the fiery destroyer of reason. 

There is yet another kind of pauperism that is leas destructive than the 
one and more respectable than the other. It is not a product of the pres- 
ent age but has grown out of wrong conditions that have prevailed in 
generations that have passed away and left their errors for the present 
to cope with. This may be termed aristocratic pauperism. One is born 
to a fortune, he is surrounded by all the conveniences and embelishments 
of civiligation without a single exertion on his part, he has money to pay 
for all he needs, for servants to wait upon him and to do his bidding, 
horses and carriages to convey him whithersoever he may desire to go. 
He inherits a mansion furnished with all the conveniences and adornments 
of modern civilized life. His every wish is gratified to the extent of 
human power and ingenuity. All men do him honor by virtue of his 
birth and station in life. 

Yet what is he but a pauper, a mere parasite, sapping the life of human- 
ity to support his own, without doing anything to produce even the least 
article to sustain his useless life or to gratify his insatiate desires, Many 
thousands of God's dumb creatures are forced to yield up their lives to 
support a life far less useful than their own. Every article of food or 
clothing, every convenience or luxury he uses must be produced by the 
sweat of poverty—by those upon whom be looks as his inferiors, while, in 
comparison with his worthless existence, they may be considered God's 
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true noblemen. The worker, either of the brain or muscle, is earth’s only 
true nobleman, provided the work done is in the interest of humanity and 
not devoted wholly to selfish ends, but selfish labor is far better than 
selfish pauperism. 

Some of the wisest minds of the ages have been devoted to the adjust- 
ment of these conditions of human society and to bring them into harmony 
with the bert interests of mankind, and much good has resulted from their 
endeavors, but conditions are yet far from that state of approach to per- 
fection that is clearly visible on the horizon of human foresight. 

In the ideal society every individual would be expected to contribute of 
his labor or talents to the sum total of human necessities, comforts or 
enjoyments in proportion to what he receives, with a little surplus for the 
support of the unfortunate, or of those not able to do their part, and none 
should be exempt from this on account of birth or parentage. 

However desirable this condition may be, or however much men may 
scheme or plan to this end, it never can be accomplished except through 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that by the purifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit whereby men may be made to love one another as Jesus loved 
mankind. He gave up, not only all earthly comforts, but life itself for his 
friends, and He pointed out the way that all men may become like him. 
But this will be realized only when, instead of making vain repetitions of 
the Lord’s Prayer, people will make their lives conform with that clause 
which says: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.” A. W. 


DEparRTED.—Elder A. W. Carlson and wife, who have been touring 
Europe for some months, sailed on the 14th inst. from Liverpool on the 
s.s. New England for Boston en route for Utah. We received several brief 
but welcome visits from Brother Carlson, and the day before sailing Sister 
Carlson favored us with an hour’s visit. Several of the brethren went to the 
pier-head to see them off, and to wish them bon voyage and a safe return 
to our beloved city of Salt Lake, but failed to connect, as the steamer was 
anchored out in the river and did not come to the Landing Stage. Their 
enjoyable time in “the Old World,” will be a pleasant topic for long time 
conversation and memories in “the New.” 


Novxtrr.— Quite a curious crowd gathered around “42” where one 
hundred reams of paper were being delivered by a big lorry with steam 
motor attachment; fine stalwart horses have been one of the sights of 
Liverpool, but competition is looming, and as the motor seemed manage- 
able and successful on heavy grades, no doubt the number of such trans- 
ports will increase, particularly if further experiment proves them to be 
economical and reliable. 


To MissIoNARIES.—To aid the missionaries in their Jabors in various 
parts of the world the Deseret News has decided to make a rate of ONE 
DoLLAR A YEAR for the Semi-Weekly to subscribers in the various mission 
fields ; this rate does not apply to any others than subscriptions sent in by 
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missionaries. Postage to foreign points will be extra. Payment must 
accompany order.— Deseret News. 


THe s.s. Furnessia, which sailed from Glasgow on the 7th inst., with 
returning Elders on board, arrived in New York on the 18th with all well. 


Reveases.—Elder Elias Geo. Gardner of the Bristol Conference has been 
honorably released to return home per s.s. City of Rome from Glasgow, 
on September 28, 1899. 

Elders Geo. A. Mills of the Bristol Conference, Elias Davis of the Welsh 
Conference and James F. Turner of the London Conference, have been 
honorably released to return home per s.s. Furnessia, October 12. 


DEATH OF ELDER SAMUEL T. CLARKE. 


Ir was with feelings of deep regret and heartfelt sorrow that we read a 
telegram from President Wm. J. Wale of the Welsh Conference announc- 
ing the death of Elder Samuel T. Clarke. The message was received at 
4 o'clock this morning but gave no particulars of the sad end. The cause 
of death was erysipelas, which came on suddenly and developed very fast. 
The latest is the following extract from a letter written N by 
President Wale: 


“I would say in regard to Brother Clarke’s condition, that he seems to 
be much the same as when I wrote you on Sunday last. The doctor was 
here about one hour since; he thought then there was a little subsiding 
of the swelling in his head, but it is so small that it is hardly perceptible; 
but I do think that he is as well as could be expected under the circum- 
stances. The doctor has been here five times now and intends to come to- 
morrow, as he says he is not out of danger by any means. I can assure 
you that everything is done for him that can be done. 

“He has been blind now for four days and also wandering in his mind, 
at times he is preaching the Gospel, then again he will sing some of the 
songs of Zion; at other times he is bearing his testimony to the truthful- 
ness of the Gospel. It is grand to listen to him; even in all his wander- 
ings he has never made use of a word that would have shocked the sensi- 
bility of the most refined, which proves to me and all that have listened 
to him that his life must have heen one of purity.” 

Elder Clarke was a man of sterling integrity in the cause of truth, de- 
voted to his labors and inspired by his love for humanity. He ever found 
a warm place in the affections of his fellow laborers, the Saints and all who 
knew him. Brother Clarke is a young man only 24 years of age, and has 
been in the mission since September 6, 1899. The news of his untimely 
death will cast a gloom of sadness over all in the mission, but, more especi- 
ally, will the sad blow fall upon the bereaved wife and family at home, for 
whom our deepest sympat'y goes out. We pray that he who doeth all 
things well will extend to them that consolation that is beyond the power 
of man to give. 


| 
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ELDRR D. O. McKay, in a letter of September 1, gives the following 
graphic description of the collision of the s.s. City of Rome, with an iceberg: 


“Last evening about six o'clock we were sailing along at a good rate of 
speed through quite » dense fog, when suddenly all on board were terrified 
by the violent stoppage of the ship and a terrible crash. The jar threw 
passengers against the walls or on the floor. Dishes were hurled in a 
broken heap. My heart seemed to jump to my throat as all the horrors 
of a ship-wreck rushed before me. With a cry, We're on the rocks,’ I 
rushed on deck. We had collided with an iceberg, huge pieces of which 
we could now see floating in the seething waters around us. Providenti- 
ally for us, the Captain saw the floating obstacle in time to have the 
engines reverséd before the boat ran in collision. Much credit is due 
Captain Young for his prompt action. 

“An inspection showed that the vessel was uninjured. She had stood 
the shock bravely, and in a few hours we were slowly moving along 
again. But oh, the terror depicted on the countenances of many of the 
passengers; and not alone among the women either. Strong robust men 
turned deathly pale as they sensed the probable peril we were in. The 
nervous state of the women was pitiful in the extreme; yet, to their credit 
be it said, under the circumstances they controlled their actions very 
wisely. 

“All around, the water was in commotion; and, in its turbulence, seemed 
to be eager to swallow everything in one angry seething whirlpool. Every 
movement of the vessel, every noise on board seemed to produce an omin- 
ous feeling confirming one’s fears of disaster. It is at such critical 
moments as these that one fully appreciates the comforting prophetic 
assurance, ‘You shall go in peace, and return in safety,’ spoken by a eer- 
vant of God. The experience was truly a dreadful one, and one never to 


be forgotten.” 


_ Presrmpent T. L. ALLEN writes from Belfast as follows: 


“We have just enough opposition to make things interesting both in 
our open air meetings and at our hall, and this has a good influence on 
the Saints as they appear more earnest in their devotions to the Lord. [ 
have just been around most of the districts, and find the few scattered 
families of Saints feeling as well as can be expected, being so far from 
any of our regular meetings, yet we hold small meetings in their houses 
when we can, and they seem to enjoy them very much. 

“The funeral of the little child of Brother Samuel Ditty was held on 
Saturday the 9th inst.; we had charge of the services and many com- 
forting words were spoken.to those in trouble; there were several strangers 
present and both they and the family expressed satisfection with the 
remarks and the manner of conducting the services. 

“The Elders are all enjoying good health, though we bave some sickness 
among the Saints and many manifestations of the healing power of the 
Holy Spirit, 
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»The best of feeling is in our midst and especially among the Elders, 
for which we feel to thank the Lord, being well aware that it has been 
brought to us by the faith and prayers of the Presidency of the mission 
and the diligence of the Elders who are trying to follow the instructions 
received from President McMurrin when he was with us.” 


PRESIDENT WOOLFENDEN writes from Bradford hopefully as usual: 


The labors of all the Elders are meeting with very gratifying results, 
though our baptisms have not reached the nun. ber anticipated, but we had 
some exceedingly fine people among the number. The total since last 
Conference now reaches thirty-six, with quite a number practically ready 
for the water. 

Our meetings were never better attended, the prevailing spirit being 
such as to stimulate the Elders and fill them with the Spirit of the Lord. 
They constantly return from their appointments and tracting jubilant 
with success, more particularly in the established branches. The new 
fields are not so replete with good results, but altogether everything is 


encouraging.” 


PRESS mR ANDREAS PETERSON writing from Trondhjem, Norway, under 
date of September 12, says: 
“We have had excellent conferences in Stockholm and here. Last night 
J gave a lecture in a large and fine Good Templars’ Hall, subject, Past and 
present state of man, also Resurrection of the dead, which was listened to 
with strict attention by a fine and appreciative audience. To-night we 
will hold a session of the Sunday School, after which I shall leave by boat 
for Aalesund, where arrangements are now being made for a meeting, 
which I expect to attend to-morrow night. From there I shall go by boat 
to Bergen, where I hope to arrive in time to attend conference next Satur- 
day and Sunday.” 


QUIET CHATS. No. 1. 


Tue PeRsonaLity or Gop. 


[Continued from page 583.] 

Mn. W. I can repeat it to you verbatim, and then you can give your 
impression iu regard to it. “The Father incomprehensible, the Son in- 
comprehensible: and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The Father 
eternal, the Son eternal: and the Holy Ghost eternal. And yet they are 
not three eternals: but one eternal. As also there are not three incompre- 
hensibles, nor three uncreated: but one uncreated, and one incomprehen- 
sible. .. « This isthe Catholick Faith: which except a man believe 
taivhfally, he cannot be saved.” 

MI. B. Do you mean to say vat the Prayer Book read ike that for I 
Jo not remember it. 
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Mr. W. It is surely repeated in every English Church fourteen times 
in each year, and these occasions are really the most important days and 
feasts in the order of that Church. 

Mr. B. I have nothing to offer in regard to it. I presume it would be 
included among the “mysteries of Godliness.” I might, however, ask for 
the author’s name or ask where it originated. 

Mr. W. On the face thereof it is attributed to Saint Athanasius, one of 
the theological Fathers of the Church, though this is now disputed ; it was 
known as early as the sixth century, and in the seventh was received into 
the Gallic Church; as early as 800 4 D. it was in use in Britain, and later 
the Reformers adhered to it, Luther himself doubting, “whether since the 
time of the Apostles any more important and more glorious composition 
had been written.” Do you understand it? 

Mn. B. How should 1 understand what the Fathers (whoever they 
were) have solemnly declared to be “incomprehensible”? And besides 
they assert that unless every one shall keep this faith whole and undefiled, 
“without doubt he shall perish everlastingly.” Therefore my hopes of 
salvation are vain if this be true. 

Mr. W. The Great Teacher said, “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
John 17: 3. And on another occasion He said, “No man knoweth who 
the Father is but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.” 

Mr. B. Excuse me, you persist in referring to the New Testament, am 

I to infer that the old gives no key, or clue, or countenance to the claim 
of a personal God or of His attributes and character! 
Mz. W. I beg your pardon Mr. Bunks, this is the second time I have 
forgotten myself; and now we will take the Hebrew Scriptures and if 
afterwards they need any corroboration we may take the New. I think 
either or both come nearer the truth, besides being less complicated and 
wordy than the Creed already referred to. 

Mr. B. It is just this way, if as the world says all the revelations are 
included in those Books, and they are indefinite, it must be but speculation 
and the opinion of men after all, and surely a loving Father never in- 
tended this. 

Mr. W. “Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself,” is an old quotation 
from the Prophet Isaiah, nevertheless His presence and person was 
known to Adam in the Garden when He blessed Adam and Eve, and said, 
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,” etc. Gen. 1: 26, 
also after they had partaken of the forbidden fruit, and afverwards to 
Cain. The Lord also spoke to Noah instructing him how to build an ark 
preparatory to the flood, Gen. 6: 13,and when the flood subsided he talked 
and covenanted with the Patriarch and his sons as he had done with their 
predecessors. Gen. 14: 1,8,17. Abrabhan also was privileged to talk with 
the Lord. To Jacob the Lord revealed Himself in the form of a man, 
wrestling with bim till break of day, and he declared, “I have seen God 
face to face;” when Jacob was coming out of Padenarum God appeared 
unto him again and blessed him and changed his name to Israel, and con- 


firmed this by saying, “I am God Almighty”; and after the blessing 
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and sundry promises, “God went up from him in the place where he had 
talked with him.” 

Mx. B. I bad no idea that the Scriptures were so explicit as to the 
personality of Deity, or that there was so much in favor of that fact. 

Mr. W. Well, the fringe only of the topic has been touched yet, for it is 
the great and prominent feature of the Bible, a now nearly obsolete book, 
and was surely as much of a certainty in ancient times as it is now repu- 
diated or forgotten. You remember how Moses, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu 
with seventy of the Elders of Israel upon invitation “saw the God of 
Israel,” and in Ex. 33: 11, “The Lord spake unto Moses face to face.” 

Me. B. Yet my friend you seem to overlook a staten.ent in the same 
chapter which says as if in reply to Moses, “Thou canst not see my face 
and live,” and I havea vague memory that it reads somewhere “our God is 
a consuming fire.” 

Mr. W. You are right, the original passage is in Deut. 4: 24, where 
Moses is rehearsing the mighty works that God had done for Israel, “For 
the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God;” the same ex- 
pression is repeated in Heb. 22: 29, but both passages refer to the con- 
sumption decreed upon forgetfulness and disobedience. 

Mr. B. I am satisfied with that explanation, but I have a poser which 
seems to overturn your fabric and to deny its possibility. 

Mr. W. Ah! What is that? as [ am interested with you. 

M. B. Well, I have rebuked you for fleeing to the New Testament, but 
there I am going now if I can find it. On! here it is, I Tim. 6: 15, “The 
blessed and only Putentate, the King of kings, and Lord of Jords; who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see”; and in I Tim. 1: 17, “Now 
unto the King Immortal, Eternal, Invisible be honor and glory for ever.” 

Mr. W. When a passage of Scripture is produced which appears to 
conflict with the general tenor thereof it needs all consideration, and I 
think yours worthy, and yet easily answered. Paul addressing his favorite 
pupil Timothy, was showing that men who followed after money were only 
following the shadow; he exhorted the believer in the Gospel to flee these 
things and to follow after righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness, promising that on the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, he shall 
show the blessed and only Potentate, etc., the one dwelling in light which 
no (unpurified) man can approach unto, and no (unpurified) man hath 
seen or can see; thus emphasizing those words in the sermon on the mount, 
“The pure in heart shall see God.” | 

Mer. B. As you have said, the preponderance of Bible evidence so far as 
adduced is in favor of a personal God, though I confess I had not given 
much thought to or taken the interest in it which I have done and now 
feel, since we have begun on this increasingly interesting subject. 

Mr. W. All Divine subjects grow in favor with a pure spirit when the 
object sought for is truth and there is a disposition to follow wherever 
that may lead. However, now that we have touched the New Testament 
I want to cite you to Heb. 1: 1-3, where the writer speaking of Jesus 
Christ, says, “Who being the brightness of his glory and the express 
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